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The seminar was opened by CES Head of Research, Dr. Roland Freudenstein, who initiated the debate by referring to his country of origin, Germany and to German experience of integration. Freudenstein finished by quoting  George W. Bush who had once asked: ”Why do they hate us so much?”. According to Freudenstein, this indeed is ”a legitimate question” .

The keynote speaker was Mr. Gustavo de Aristegui, a renowned author on islam, Spanish diplomat in 3rd generation, currently an MP and foreign affairs spokesman of Partido Popolar. de Aristegui began by underlining the ”clearcut” difference between islam and islamism. He pointed out that the first victim of islamism – or jihadism – is the vast majority of muslims, namely the moderate muslims, and gave a substantial historical view on the development of radical interpretation of islam to jihadism.
de Aristegui stated that terrorism is not about sterile violence but about power, coercing societies and intimidation. The intention is to re-establish the caliphate, re-conquer any previously Muslim country (e.g. 9/10 of the Iberian continent, the whole south of France, all the Balkans and half of Italy) and in the end, to conquer the world. Europe is indeed in danger. The western approach to Afghanistan got a lot of criticism of de Aristegui; ”we did not do our job right”. He underlined that a massive pullout now from Afghanistan would be for the West admitting defeat, and the jihadists would consider this an elementary victory for their cause. According to de Aristegui, even a permanent peaceful two-state solution of the Palestine-Israeli question would not make jihadism go away.
Professor Timo Kivimäki spoke on the theme ”Combatting poverty, combatting terrorism: do they relate?”. He started by asking how much poverty alleviation is needed and stated that the islamist terrorists are generally wealthy, have seen the world and are not deprived of health services or education. But the only deprivation the extremists suffer from is that of democracy and human rights. A typical state for terrorists is repressive; often richer than average, like Saudi Arabia. According to Kivimäki, poverty alleviation and development policy helps most in failed states.
The speeches were then commented by Dr. Pauli Järvenpää, Head of Department in the Ministry of Defence, and Dr. Marko Juntunen, specialised in studies in islam. The seminar ended in a vivid debate. The imminent feedback from the audience was very positive; many found the speeches ”shockingly illuminating” and the theme ”absolutely necessary”, as terrorism is not otherwise much covered in the Finnish media or research. The weekly newspaper Nykypäivä interviewed de Aristegui and published a news story in its edition of November 27.
