
20 YEARS OFF LEASH: BALTIC STATES AND RUSSIA 
GEOPOLITICS OF HISTORY 



THE BALTIC STATES FROM 1944 TO 1990/91 



SINCE 1991: 

BALTIC VERSUS RUSSIAN MEMORY/HISTORY 
 
 

Baltic States: Russia tries to „whitewash“ the past, particularly Stalinist 
repressions and forcible annexation of the Baltic States

Russia: Baltic States are „revising“ history, „glorifying“ or „rehabilitating“
Nazism



„Above all, we should acknowledge that the collapse of the Soviet Union was 
a major geopolitical disaster of the century. As for the Russian nation, it
became a genuine drama. Tens of millions of our co-citizens and compatriots
found themselves outside Russian territory.“

President Vladimir Putin (April 25, 2005)

May 9 celebration

„Bronze Soldier crisis“ (2007)



POINTS OF CONFLICT 

Politics of Memory: liberation vs. Occupation

„„IfIf thethe Baltic Baltic StatesStates hadhad alreadyalready beenbeen absorbedabsorbed intointo thethe SovietSoviet Union in 1939, Union in 1939, 
thenthen thethe SovietSoviet Union Union couldcould notnot occupyoccupy themthem in 1945 in 1945 becausebecause theythey hadhad
alreadyalready becomebecome partpart of ist of ist territoryterritory..““ (Vladimir Putin, 2005)(Vladimir Putin, 2005)

Border dispute (Peipsi, Abrene region)

Citizenship / language

Crimes during occupation (Stalinist deportation, 
Medininkai massacre)


